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As seems to be happening more and more,  Paddle Canada’s 2016 was very busy.

We developed a new 5 year Strategic Plan.  
We continued to update, revise and create our Policies and Procedures.  
Our 4 PDC’s are always putting their heart and soul into making our manuals better and our courses the best.  
PaddleSmart, in its 2nd year of the SARNIF Grant, was a huge contributor to our budget and marketing face.  

We also reached a record number of current Instructor Members.  Congratulations.

The four pillars of our new Strategic Plan are Public Awareness, Youth, Partnerships and Instructor Members as our priorities.  All of these combined will keep us on what we, your Board of Directors, believe is the right path for success and growth for Paddle Canada.

As we move towards 2017 there is so much to look forward to.

I believe we will see further growth to our Instructor Member base.
Our new website is coming on-line and, once all the minor “trolls” are taken care of, promises to make life for viewing and on-line use so much easier than what it has been.
The new Instructor Trainer mentorship program is coming on-line and is looking marvellous.  This will be a huge improvement for all our instructors being able to advance in our programing.
Our new Youth Committee is already hard at work seeing what we can do to actively encourage more recreational paddling within Canada’s youth.  Make it a goal this 2017 to get more youth out on the water in your neck of the woods.

As we continue to become better known as a leader in recreational paddlesports – not only in Canada but around the world – I only see us growing stronger.

It is Canada’s 150th Birthday year.  Get out, get on the water and celebrate with some great paddling.

Have a great 2017.



Mike Gilbert
President, Paddle Canada


